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MEPs back principle of Commission's proposals on recognition of qualifications 
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The Legal Affairs Committee voted on Tuesday by 18 votes to 12 to accept the principle of the Commission's proposed directive to integrate into a single text, and also simplify and modernise, all seven current sectoral directives governing the mutual recognition of professional qualifications. 

These directives establish a general system for the mutual recognition of professional qualifications and sectoral systems for the professions of general nurse, dental practitioner, veterinary surgeon, midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor. Lawyers have been excluded from the Commission proposal from the outset.

The vote on principle was considered necessary because rapporteur Stefano ZAPPALA' (EPP-ED, I) strongly believes the current system of sectoral directives and corresponding specific systems has been successful and efficient and should therefore be maintained intact. If the committee had backed his position, this would have amounted to rejecting the Commission proposal.

Following the outcome of the vote the Legal Affairs Committee set a new deadline for amendments and is expected to start debating the issue in substance in September. The directive comes under the co-decision procedure.
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